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EPHESIANS i. 15, 16. 


Wherefore I alſo, after I heard of your Faith 
in the Lord Jeſus, and Love unto all the 
Saints, ceaſe not to give thanks for you. 


SHR St HI S epiſtle, though inſcribed 
K T Ny to the Epheſians, ſeems to be 
Nn of a general nature; for the 
* Z writer does not much concern 
himſelf with the affairs or circumſtances 
of any particular church; but delivers, 
firſt, the doctrines of the goſpel, and then 
its duties, with a fullneſs ſcarcely equalled 
in any other of his epiſtles. This was ob- 
ſerved by one of the ancients, who ſays, 
that the former part of this epiſtle, con- 
** tains the doctrines of the goſpel, and 
© the latter part, a moral admonition “.“ 
As the apoſtle had been cloſely confined 
at Cæſarea above two years, during which 
| 2 Theodoret. | 
A 2 time, 


cn 2 
18. b 


time, it doth not appear that he was per- 


mitted to correſpond with the churches, it 
is very natural to ſuppoſe, that in the firſt 
epiſtles, ſent by him after ſo long a ſilence, 
he might judge it neceſſary, after this 
manner, to remind his friends and con- 
verts, of the doctrines which they were to 
believe, and of the duties which, as CAA” 
tians, they were to perform. 

The apoſtle having, in the former part 
of the chapter, thanked God for making 
known the myſtery of his will, according 


to his good pleaſure, which he had pur- 


poſed in himſelf ; the myſtery which had 
been hidden for ages; namely, the call- 
ing of the Gentiles into his church and 


kingdom under the Meſſiah; proceeds to 


inform the Epheſians, that it gave him the 


. higheſt ſatisfaction to hear of their ſted- 
faſtneſs in the profeſſion of true chriſti- 


anity : ** Wherefore, I alſo, after I heard 


«© of your faith in the Lord Jeſus, and 


re love unto all the ſaints, ceaſe not to 
give thanks for you.” As it now was five 
or fix years ſince the apoitle had quitted 
Epheſus, it was with great propriety that 
he mentioned the pleaſure it gave him to 

hear 


e EY 1 

hear of their conſtancy in the faith which 
he had taught them, amidſt fo many temp- 
tations and trials. 

For our inſtruction at this time, per- 
mit me; in the 


J. Firſt place, to explain the words of the 
-teXt; / 


II. Secondly, to ſhew the inſeparable con- 
nection between faith in the Lord Jeſus, 
and love unto all the faints. 


Ul. Thitdly, to point out "Goin reaſons 
why the continuance of faith and love, 
is a matter of unceaſing thankfulneſs to 

God. And laſtly, to conclude with an 
on: 


, 
— — I 
8 — > 


1 I am firſt to explain the words and 
phraſes uſed in the text. 

It is hardly neeeſſary for me to obſerve, 
that the whole of religion is, in both the 
Old and New Teſtament, very often.includ- 
ed in one or more eminent branches of it. 

Thus in the text, faith in the Lord 
Jeſus and love unto all the ſaints, imply the 
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CATC7 
whole of our duty to God and man. The 
continuance of the Epheſian converts in 
all the doctrines and duties of chriſtianity, 
was the cauſe of much joy to the apoſtle, 
and for which he ceaſed not to give thanks. 


But I ſhall, particularly, enquire into the 


meaning of theſe words, when uſed in an 
appropriated ſenſe, by St. Paul, and by the 
other writers of the New Teſtament. 

The term faith, hath in ſcripture various 
ſignifications. 

In the firſt place, the goſpel, or the 
religion of Chriſt, is frequently called, faith. 
Thus it is ſaid, That the word of God 
« increaſed, and that the number of the 
* diſciples multiplied, greatly, in Jeruſa- 
« lem, and that a great company of the 
* prieſts became obedient to the faith * ;” 
that is, embraced the chriſtian religion. 
See, alſo, Acts xiii, 8. xiv, 22, and 
many other places, where the word muſt 
be underſtood in this ſenſe, and in no 
other. 

2. Faith, in various paſſages, means truſt 
and confidence in the power and goodneſs 
of God, In this ſenſe it is uſed by our 


Adds vi. 7. 
Saviour, 


E TP 

Saviour: Wherefore; ſays he, if God fo 
& clothe the graſs of the field, which to- 
t day is; and to-morrow is caſt into the 
ec oven, ſhall he not much more clothe 
« you, O ye of little faith ©!” Thoſe who 
entertained any ſuſpicion of the divine care 
and goodneſs, he _T juſtly called men of 
little faith, 


In nearly the ame ſenſe the word is 


uſed by St. Paul, Romans, iii: 3. Shall 


e their unbelief make the faith of God 
% of none effect?“ Shall the unbelief, 
unfaithfulneſs, or wickedneſs, of the 
Jewiſh nation, make void the pro- 
miſe of God to Abraham? God forbid,” 
by no means; yea, let God be true, but 
every man a liar.” His faith or word muſt 


be verified : his promiſe to the Patriarch. 
Abraham; that he would be a God to him 


and to his ſeed after him, ſhall, certainly, 
be fulfilled, however unworthy of fuch a 
blefling his deſcendants may behave. 
The fame apoſtle hath given us a defi- 
nition of faith ſimilar to that of which we 
are now ſpeaking. ** Faith is the ſubſtance 


t« of things hoped for, the evidence of 


* things not ſeen ©,” It is the confident 
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expectation of the good things hoped for, 
upon the ſecurity of the divine promiſe. 
Or faith is that principle in the heart, 
which, as it were, gives exiſtence to things 
as yet not in being. All the worthies 
mentioned in this celebrated chapter, de- 
pended wholly upon the divine promiſes. 
They all had ſuch an unwavering confi- 


| dence in, and ſuch a firm perſuaſion of, 


the divine. veracity, that they conſidered 
their reward to be as certain, as if they 


then had it in actual poſſeſſion. 


+. Apain, Faith very often means a be- 
lief in the power of Jeſus, to work mira- 
cles. © Verily, I fay unto you, ſaid our 
Lord of the Centurion, J have not found 
ſo great faith, no, not in Ifrael ©,” This 
Roman officer's belief in, and judgment 


concerning the power with which our 


Saviour acted, was much ſuperior to what 
was found among the Jewiſh people, 


though they were ſo highly diſtinguiſhed 


with ſpiritual bleſſings and privileges. 
In this ſenſe the word is uſed by our 
Lord, in his diſcourſe with the woman 


who was diſeaſed with an iſſue of blood. 


e Matth. viii. 10. 


1 Thy 


T9) 


60 Thy faith hath made the whole *.” Sad 


in this ſenſe, alſo, it is uſed by him in his 
anſwer to the woman of Canaan, who was 
interceding for her daughter, grievouſly 
vexed with a demon, ©* O woman, great 
« is thy faith 5.” See, alſo, Luke v, 20. 
In ſhort, the term faith is generally to be 
underſtood i in this ſenſe, when uſed by our 


Saviour in his diſcourſes with thoſe who 


applied to him for the removal of their diſ- 
eaſes. 


4. Laſtly, Faith 1s the firſt act of the 
chriſtian life. It is that principle, by 
which men receive, and obey the goſpel. Or 
in other words, faith means ſuch a firm 
_ perſuaſion that Jeſus was ſent of God to 
be the Saviour of men, ſuch a ſtrong con- 


viction of the truth of his goſpel, as diſ- 


poſeth a man to the moſt careful and di- 
ligent obedience to its commands. 

St. Paul alludes to this kind of faith, 
and its genuine effects, when he ſays, 


that the word of faith which he preach- 


ed was this; if men ſhould confeſs with 
their mouth the Lord Jeſus, and ſhould 


„believe in their hearts that God rated 


Matth. ix. 22. Math. xv. 28. 
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C07 
t him from the dead, they ſhould be 
© ſaved.” This is the faving faith of the 
goſpel, without which it is impoſſible to 
pleaſe God, or to be qualified for happi- 
neſs with him. Faith in the Lord Jeſus, 
in our text, means the profeſſion of chriſ- 
tianity. The ſtedfaſtneſs of the Epheſians 
in that profeſſion, and in a ſuitable prac- 
tice, was the reaſon why the apoſtle ceaſed 
not to give thanks for them. 

« Love unto all the ſaints, here con- 
nected with faith in the Lord Jeſus, is an 
eſſential branch of the chriſtian temper. 
The particular reaſon for which the apoſtle 
doth ſo often mention Love in this epiſtle, 


may be gathered from the ſecond chapter, 


verſe eleventh and following. He there 
ſpeaks of the enmity between Jews and 
Gentiles, the cauſe of which was taken 
away by Chriſt. The ceaſing of that en- 
mity, was one great mark of their being 
right in the faith. For as Chriſt had broken 
down the wall of partition between Jews 
and Gentiles, and had opened the kingdom 
of heaven to all who ſhould believe in 
him, as the Meſſiah; their living together 
k Rom. x: 8, 9. 


4 in 


9 
in peace and amity was no inconſiderable 
proof of their having juſt apprehenſions of 
the nature and deſign of the chriſtian diſ- 
penſation. Love unto al! the ſaints, in 
the text, ſeems to have a peculiar refe- 
rence to this circumſtance : that is, the 


Epheſians were not drawn aſide by the 
jiudaizing chriſtians to confine their eſteem 
and affection to one party. On the con- 
trary, they equally loved all their fellow- 


chriſtians, whether of Jewiſh, or of Gen- 
tile extraction. 


I his love unto the ſaints, or unto the 
chriſtian brethren, who are thus uſually 


denominated in the epiſtolary parts of the 
new teſtament, conſiſts of two particulars. 


1. It implies in the firſt place, a real 


affection and eſteem, as a principle in the 


heart. It means ſuch a regard for our 


chriſtian brethren, as will not only put an 


end to all ftrife, and animoſity ; all envy, 
malice and ill-will ; but will alſo, in a 


great meaſure, prevent them. It means 


ſuch a regard for our brethren, as will 
not only diſpoſe us heartily to forgive them, 


when they may have injured us, but will 


ſtrongly incline us to all acts of kindneſs 
- mercy 


. 
ö 
; 
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mercy and compaſſion. In ſhort, it will 
incline us to do unto all men, as we could 
wiſh or deſire, that they would do unto 
us. 


2. But farther, as a conſequence of ſuch 
a principle in the heart, the outward be- 
haviour will always be, affectionate, cha- 
ritable and benevolent. 

The man who is animated by unfeigned 
love of the brethren, will rejoice with 
c“ them that rejoice, and weep with them 
« that weep *.” He will pity, and ſym- 
pathize with the afflicted and diſtreſſed, 
and, when his circumſtances will permit 
him, he. will freely, chearfully and liber- 
ally contribute to their relief and ſupport. 

But as the preſent life is expoſed to num- 
berleſs preſſures and difficulties, which 


cannot be removed, nor always relieved by 
the greateſt human power, influence or 


{kill ; wherever this divine principle pre- 
vails, it will diſpoſe men to be frequent 


and earneſt in their applications to that 


being, with whom nothing i 18 impoſſible, | 
to beſeech his mercy and goodnefs to thoſe. 


unhappy ſufferers, whoſe pains, ſorrows, 
F Rom. xi. 15. 


Or 


1 
or diſtreſſes he alone is able to alleviate 
or remove. In ſhort, this love to the 
ſaints for which the Epheſians are com- 
mended, includes in it every thing kind, 


charitable, and benevolent, in both prin- 


ciple and practice. The apoſtle always 
reflected, with the higheſt pleaſure, upon 
their ſtedfaſtneſs in the virtues of faith and 
love; and in his daily addreſſes to the 
throne of grace, he made mention of them, 


and prayed that they might yet abound 


more and more in every good word and 


work which might be to the n of 


God wth Chriſt yarns. 


II. Having thus endeavoured to explain. 
the words, I now proceed, in the ſecond 


place, to . the inſeparable connection, 
between faith in the Lord Jeſus, and love 

unto all the ſaints. 
Virtue and vice, as they depend uz upon FN 
unchangeable nature of the Deity, muſt be 
eſſentially and eternally different. Piety 
and goodneſs are in themſelves always right, 
and, therefore, in all ſituations and circum- 
{tances ought to be carefully attended to: 

impiety and wickedneſs are e always wrong 
5 


j.. ͤ ͤ̃⅛—Ü1—... ii 
. — — . TAPS — : 5 T et — 
K AA TT A | 
3 I —_—_—_—— 25 : = 


I I a ten peat = ww wh err EY ne ep re 


re 
» _—— DC — 


— —— 2 
1 0 —— 


tet 
IC 440 


Gd 


„ „ „ EIFS” ior 4 24 a". „443 


hs % Bo 
K * TR" as , 
4 . g 
# 4 1 at — + K „ OY 4.2 > > * * iy ee $3. _—_ * * ** „ m— ww 4 * —— VG mo 2 us ow mo its 3-4 ey — * 10 *. — * PP - 4 — ' 57s „ 4 —— * 
64. r 6 8 * N 2 + xa vw — S 1 : — —— „ * — K a+ _ — 89 — - "4 yay „ © — — ' 
- ; 5 5 - 9 * * - y "© jpg , . . . — - - - > * 22 * — 5 — = =. * 7 * * & < 2 vw Z ; 5. rent * 4 s bd 
oe *. ACE * „ wits &. JA e \ GO” ow N 3 . B ee $2946 N a we — 9 2 „ 4Þ wa, 4 aw 5 OE * „ ö „ „ 
ne 2 . 333 —— — — « * > Foul is — _ Roe RR + giants 2 F 2 * * 0 a - — z * 4 „ „ 3 
_ * ” - « p » Me 4 * 0 — — 2 : , — PR - 2 „ Py --. $00 at 4 A * 
— — Poet — v6 — : : — — — — 2 * a 5 — —— . . - > 2 2 r r * _ 


« 

4 1 
4 54+ 2 
- o „ 


2 - — wy 


” — — —— — 


bo — . 4 „ . 
A 
; , * * * * 


4 — 


— — — - 2 > * 
- 


N 


— * mn 8 
. Bo ooo oo 


2 r ²˙VQÄXAA Irs, + oy 


Ons 5 * 


— 
— 


— yy Mag ee i 3 pa 
E ²˙ ne be > 


98 — 8 


| 
; 
19 
i 


D 


0708 
and, therefore, ought always to be guarded 
againſt, and avoided, 

The firſt great duty of both natural and 
revealed religion is the love of God. In 
the expreſſive language of the New Teſta- 
ment it is to Love the Lord our God, 
„ with all our heart, with all our ſoul, 
e with all our ſtrength, and with all our 
«© might. This, ſays Chriſt, is the 
« firſt and great commandment of the law; 
and the ſecond is like unto it, namely, 
„ thou ſhall love thy mieden as thy 
e 

The connection of theſe two pace 
muſt be evident to every conſidering mind. 
Are we not all the offspring of one com- 
mon parent? Are we not alike the crea- 
tures of one God, preſerved and main- 
tained by him ? Are we not ſupported with 
all the conveniencies and neceſſaries of 
life, out of his inexhauſtible treaſuries ? 
When we, therefore, conſider ourſelves as 
thus equally dependant upon his bounty 
and goodneſs, we muſt feel ourſelves, 
under the ſtrongeſt and moſt powerful 
obligations, to love, mercy, and charity. 


* 


* 


C 


F Luke X, 27, 1 Matth, xxii. 375 Lc. 
f Shall 


* 


—_— 


N 

Shall brethren diſagree, ſhall thoſe fall 
out by the way, who are ſupported by the 
ſame benevolence, preſerved by the ſame 


power, animated by the ſame hopes, and 
deſigned for the ſame ſtate of bliſs and 


immortality ? Shall creatures in theſe Cir- 


cumſtances not always live an love like 
| brethren ? 2 
Thus it appears, that there is is, in nature, 


a connexion, between the love of God 


and of our neighbour ; that our ſtate and 
condition in the preſent life, render eſteem 


and mutual kind offices, abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary to our well-being. And thus the 


matter 1s repreſented by the apoſtle John, 
If a man ſay, I love God, and hateth his 


66 brother, he is a har 7 for he that loyeth 


e not his brother whom he hath ſeen, 


«© how can he love God whom he hath not 
© feen *?“ | 
But, farther, this i is more eſpecially the 


duty of thoſe who call themſelves the diſ- 


ciples of the bleſſed and benevolent Jeſus. 

A ſelfiſh, unfeeling, and mercileſs chri- 

ſtian, is a perfect contradiction ; for the 

very profeſſion of the goſpel demands, not 
m 1 John iv. 20. 


only, 


9 
; 


( 16 ) | 5 
only, the forgiveneſs of i injuries, but, alſo, 


the moſt unbounded love and benevolence. 
Our divine maſter hath expreſly declar- 


ed this brotherly affection to be the cha- 
racteriſtical badge of all his true diſciples, 


without which, indeed, they can have no 
right to that honourable name. © By this, 
« ſaid he, ſhall all men know that ye are 
ce my diſciples, if ye have love one to ano- 
«© ther.“ It is obſervable, that this duty 
is more frequently recommended in the 


New Teſtament than any other; and ap- 
peared of fo great a value and importance 


in the ſight of our bleſted Lord, that he 


called. it, by way of eminence, a new 


commandment. A new commandment 
give J unto you, ſaid he, that ye love 


one another. And as a motive, he pro- 
poſed his own moſt amiable” example, 
As I have loved you, that ye alſo love 
% one another.“ In another place, 
he” lays, * This is my commandment, 
„that ye love one another, as I have 
loved you. Greater love hath no man 


« than this, that a man lay down his 
« life for his friends o.“ 


* ſokn-xiii. 35, John xii, 34. o ſohn XV. 12, 13. 
His 


His apoſtles, alſo; lay the utmoſt ſtrels 
upon the love of the brethren. & Paul, 
in all his epiſtles, is very frequent and 
earneſt in his exhortations to this eminent 
chriſtian virtue. Owe no man any 
« thing, ſays he, but to love one another, 
« «« for he that loveth another hath fulfilled 

* the law. And i in another paſſage he 
hath: given us a remarkable proof of the 
ſtrength of this divine principle in his own 
heart. I could wiſh, that myſelf were 
« accurſed with or like * Chriſt, for my 
90 regen n pag. kinſmen according to the 
fle That is, I could wiſh that 1 
myſelf Was devoted to ſuffering and death 
as Chriſt was, if thereby my kinſmen ac- 
cording to the fleſh might be ſaved. Thus 
he expreſſed. himſelf in behalf of his bit- 
tereſt, enemies. Is 

St. Jatnes, ſays, * 1 that to 1 our 3 
A. bour as qurſelves is tullflling the royal 
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We are ratified 3 in giving this ſenſe to this celebrated 

| paſſage by the uſe which the ſame apoſtle makes of the 

1 greek prepoſition Arc, 2 Tim. i. 3. Whom I ſerve from 
„ my forefathers ;” i. e. Whom I ſerve as my forefa- 

thers did. And here, I could wiſh mylelf accurſed,” 

i. e. devoted to the greateſt ſufferings, even to death itſelf, 
as Chriſt was, for my kinſmen according to the fleſh. 
8 See Paſor, Dugard, and Rawley s Scholar's Companion. 
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« law WS. to the ſcripture . '” And 


St. Peter, recommending the ſame diſpo- 


ſition, ſays, ©* Seeing you have purified 
* your ſouls in obeying the truth through 


„the ſpirit, unto unfeigned love of the 


„ brethren ; ſee that ye love one another 
« with a pure heart fervently *.” In ſhort, 


the apoſtle John, in all his writings, is 


diſtinguiſhed for the moſt frequent a and 
earneſt exhortations to this branch of 
the chriſtian temper. His diſpoſition 


bore ſo ſtrong a reſemblance to that of 
Chriſt, that he ſeemed particularly to have 


inbibed his tender and benevolent ſpirit, 
and it was with great propriety, that he 
was called © the diſeiple whom ee 
40 loved wy $2.13. | 

St. Paul, alſo, in our tert, hath joined 


2 « Faith in the Lord Jeſus, and 


«© love unto all the ſaints, as the duties 
which he had often and earneſtly incul- 
cated upon the Epheſians; and their 
continuance in which, we find, gave him 
ſo mch joy, that he “ ceaſed not to 
“ give thanks for them.“ See, alſo, Coloſſ. 

i. 4, 1 The i. 8, 3. 2 The, i. . 

; James B. 8. 1 Peter i. 22. John xili. 23. 
From 


? 


1 
From the whole, then, it appears, that 
the profeſſion of Chriſtianity indiſpenſa- 
bly requires the love of the brethren: 
<« that they who believe on the name of 
<« Jeſus Chriſt, ſhould love one another *.” 
The religion of Jeſus is a religion of love, 
it is the effect of divine unmerited love 
to a race of degenerate periſhing creatures, 
and, therefore, If God hath fo loved us, 
as to ſend his Son to redeem us, we _ 
« alſo to love one another “.“ 
III. The third thing we propoſed to do 
Was, to point out ſome reaſons why the 
continuance of faith and love is a matter 
of unceaſing thankfulneſs to God. 
It is moſt certainly true that the Su- 
preme Being can derive no advantage from 
the adorations, praiſes, and ſervices of any 
creature, however excellent ; becauſe he 
is the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for ever ; 
incapable of either an increaſe, or dimi- 
nution, of happineſs. Prayer and praiſe 
are, however, duties of eternal unalterable 
obligation, upon all intelligent beings. 
As God is the author of our exiſtence, 
to whoſe bounty, goodneſs and benevo- 
x 1 John iii. 33. Y 1 John iv. 11. 
B 2 | lence 
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( 20 ) 
tence we owe all our preſent niereies and 
future hopes; to glorify him, is a duty; 
which cannot be diſpenſed with. The 


moſt acceptable praiſe that we can offer 


to God is, to adorn ourſelves with all the 
graces of a holy life; to abound in all 
piety and goodneſs: herein, ſaid Chriſt, 
* is my father glorified, that ye bear 
„% much fruit *.” And in another place, 
« Let. your thighs: ſo thine before men, 
that they may ſee your good works, and 
*« glorify your father who is in heaven *. 

To the ſame purpoſe: St. Paul, Being 
60 filled with the fruits of righteouſneſs 


4 which are by Jeſus Chriſt unto the glory 
* and praiſe of God *.” To praiſe or 


glorify; God, therefore, f is to excel in 
every virtue which is recommended by the 


goſpel, and is illuſtrated 50 408 example, 


of Chriſt, / 
But beſides this general notion oe W 


God, by the right improvement of his 


mercies; there is a particular ſenſe, in 


which this. phraſe is to be underſtood ; 
namely, as. meaning that part of divine 


worthip, | wherein we confeſs, in words, 
the benefits we receive from God. This 
v Philip. i. 11. 

is 


z John xy; 8. * Matth. v. 16. 


is the apoſtle's meaning when he ſays, in 


the text, that he ceaſed not to give thanks 
for the Epheſians. That is, he omitted 
not, humbly to acknowledge, in the di- 
vine preſence, the goodneſs of the Deity 
to them, in directing and aſſiſting them to 
perſevere in every chriſtian virtue; eſpe- 
cially in faith in the Lord Jeſus, and in 
love unto all the ſaints. 

Religion, in general, is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to ſalvation, and, therefore, its 


prevalence muſt be highly pleaſing to every 
man who is himſelf actuated by its genuine 
principles. This is not only a matter of 


rejoicing, but a matter alſo of thankfulneſs. 
As faith and charity are very eminent 


branches of religion, and are neceſſary to 


happineſs, eſpecially under the chriſtian 


diſpenſation; their. increaſe and continu- 
ance, will always yield a good man the 


trueſt and moſt ſubſtantial j Joy, ey the fol- 
lowing reaſons. 


In the firſt place, becauſe this is for the 


honor of Chriſt and his goſpel. We have 
above ſeen, that God can alone be truly 
glorified, by the holineſs of our lives. In 


the ſame manner alſo muſt the honor of 


Chriſt be promoted. 
B 3 he 
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The man who ſees his obligations to 
the Saviour, by whom he was redeemed 


from ſin, death, and the grave; and 


through whom he now can extend his 
view, beyond the limits of time, and, as 
it were, catch a glimpſe of eternity; this 


man's breaſt glows with the ſincereſt gra- 


titude, and is deſirous of nothing ſo fer- 
vently, as to promote the cauſe and inte- 
reſt of ſo kind and gracious a benefactor. 


His even, blameleſs, and exemplary conver- 


ſation, is an unqueſtionable proof that he 


retains a grateful remembrance of his obli- 
gations to the Saviour; and he cannot but 


highly rejoice and be thankful, when he 


ſees his humble endeavours bleſſed as the 
means to bring others to have the ſame 


ſentiments of their obligations. He can 


truly ſay, That he hath no greater joy, 
than to ſee his fellow-creatures walking 


« in the truth ©;” abounding in every 
work of piety, aden and righteouſneſs. 

Farther, as the deſign of the goſpel was to 
promote the increaſe of theſe graces; every 
man who is ſenſible of their importance, 


will rejoice to ſee that it is effectual, in 
any meaſure, to ſecure that end. He 


© 2 John 4. 


will 


( 23 ) 
will be thankful to God, the author of 
every good and perfect gift, for his mer- 
ciful interpoſition to ſave an undeſerving 
race of creatures from final deſtruction; 
more eſpecially, when he perceives its hap- 
py effects in reclaiming them from their 
vices, and animating them in the purſuit 
of thoſe virtues, which alone will fit them 
for immortality. Theſe ts will 
give pleaſure to every good man, will al- 
ways make him thankful, becauſe they 
are a full proof of the wiſdom and excel- 

lency of the chriſtian religion. |. 

Again, the increaſe of piety and good- 

nels, is the increaſe of human happineſs. 
It is the obſervation of the apoſtle, that 
« godlineſs is profitable unto all things, 
ff having promiſe of the life that now 
„is, and of that which is to come.“ 
That this obſervation is juſt, is evident 
from the experience of all ages. That we 
may not be charged with depending alto- 
gether upon the ſuppoſed partial teſtimony 
of one ſide, we will appeal to the expe- 
rience of even the ſenſualiſt and libertine. 
We will aſk him, whether the pleaſures 
which he ſo eagerly purſues, have ever 
d 1 Tim. iv. 8. 
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anſwered his expectations? Whether even 
in actual enjoyment, they do not ſooner 
cloy than ſatisfy? Moſt aſſured I am, that 
if a man of this character will ſpeak inge- 
nuouſly, he will acknowledge, with the 
wiſe king Solomon, “that all the works 
* which his hands have wrought, all the 
© labor that he hath labored to do, and all 
« the ſenſual criminal gratifications, which 
« he hath fo ardently purſued; that all 
« are vanity and vexation of ſpirit ©.” Nay, 
he will acknowledge that the very recol- 
; lection of his paſt diſſipated and immoral 
f life, now fills him with the keeneſt remorſe 
F and anguiſh !* On the other hand, let 
* 
{ 


. Nrn.... * 


. n 
— 
Me ©; CEE > at. at ——— rr 1 


us appeal to the man of virtue, and from 
his own glad experience, he is able to aſ- 
ſure us, that unfeigned religion, a love to 
God and man, is always accompanied by 
the trueſt joy, peace, comfort and happi- 
neſs: that he hath found “ the ways of 
<« wiſdom to be ever ways of pleaſantneſs, 
* and that all her paths are peace.“ 
They who experience this heart- felt happi- 
neſs, will always rejoice to ſee their fellow 
creatures the votaries of religion; will 
4 be thankful to divine goodneſs, for their 


Eceleſ. ii. 2, Prov. iii. 17. 
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increaſe and ſtedfaſtneſs in it; and will wiſh 
that others, alſo, may taſte of that un- 
ſpeakable pleaſure, which is the chief fatiſ- 
faction and joy of their hves. 

| Laſtly, when a pious good man reflects 
upon the difficulties and diſtreſſes of hu- 
man life ; upon the numerous inſtances of 
bodily pains and afflictions, which very 
often are the portion of thoſe in neceſſi- 
tous circumſtances, he will be filled 
with unfeigned ſorrow: but when he ſees 
ſo much unhappineſs and wretchedneſs, 
in any meaſure, relieved by the charity 
and compaſſion of the world, he will feel 
the utmoſt ſatis faction; and will pay his 
warmeſt acknowledgments to heaven for 
thoſe degrees of love and benevolence, 


which are calculated to alleviate the infeli- 


cities and miſeries of human life. 
For : theſe, and the like, reaſons, the 
increaſe and continuance of faith in the 
Lord Jeſus, and love unto all the ſaints, 
will always be a matter of rejoicing to 
every good man ; and; of conſequence, will 
difpoſe. him gratefully. and frequently to 
acknowledge'the divine Jove and goodneſs 


thus manifeſted to the wicked gag the 
children of men. 
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( 26 ) 
Having thus finiſhed what was at firſt 
propoſed, I ſhall now conclude the OE 
with an improvement. 


1. In the firſt place, we learn from 
what hath been faid, that the religion of 
Jeſus is a rational religion. 

When we examine the contents of the 
ſacred volume, we find them moſt wiſely 
ſuited to the circumſtances of creatures in 
a ſtate of degeneracy and ſin. We per- 
ceive that the whole of revelation is plainly 


_ conſiſtent with itſelf, and with all the 
natural ſentiments of the human mind. 


« Its doctrines are ſublime, its precepts 
« juſt, its obſervations pertinent, its rea- 
« ſonings clear and concluſive, its promiſes 
“ animating, and its threatnings truly 


* alarming.” In ſhort, the evident deſign 
of the ſacred goſpel is to deliver man- 


kind from the power and dominion of fin 
and iniquity ; and to excite them to the 
purſuit of univerſal truth, righteouſneſs, and 
holineſs, as the only way by which they 
can attain to a bleſſed immortality. We 
find, on a careful peruſal, that the ſcrip- 
tures contain an amazing ſublimity of ſen- 
timent, expreſſed, for the moſt part, in a 


beautiful ſimplicity of language ; and that 
the 


„„ 
the whole was plainly intended, not to 
perplex the underſtanding, but to n 
and refine the heart. 

However, this notion of chriſtianity, 

though unqueſtionably juſt, hath too little 
obtained in the world. For many, through 
either weakneſs or wickedneſs, have fa- 
thered doctrines upon the goſpel, which 
are entirely ſubverſive of its original and 
peculiar defign. This is well known, 
and, therefore, inſtances are unneceſſary. 
We have above ſeen that Faith in 
„ the Lord Jeſus, and love unto all the 
« ſaints,” cannot be ſeparated : therefore 


wherever the latter doth not prevail and 


Increaſe, it is moſt certain that the for- 
mer is not genuine. To this purpoſe are 


the words of the apoſtle, * What doth 


it profit, my brethren, though a man 
.* ſay, he hath faith, and have not works? 


« can faith fave him? If a brother or ſiſter 


be naked and be deſtitute of daily food; 


« and one of you ſay unto them, depart 


« in peace, be ye warmed and be ye filled: 


„ notwithſtanding ye give them not thoſe 


. things which are needful to the body; 
« what doth it profit? Even fo faith, 


„if it hath not works, is dead, being 
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„ glone *.” Senuine faith worketh by 
love. It is not a lifeleſs notion in the 


head, but an active and animating principle 


in the heart, ever inclining men to 


« live ſoberly, ene and godly in 


this preſent world '.” A meer aſſent 
to the truth therefore, without a ſuitable 
practice, is of no avail as to the real 
l purpoſes of relig gion. 


1 / _ 


In: ſhort, as God is the "OWE un- 
erring, eternal reaſon, every thing which 


he reveals muſt be rational wiſe and good; 


. p ˙ V ⁰ꝛm» ̃ 
* 1 1 1 » * 
9 * 
„ e e Av 
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for he cannot contradict the N * 
„ his own unchangeable nature 
I ſhall conclude this particular in the 
words of a late learned writer. Chriſtia- 
i 4 nity differs from meer morality:only as a 
4 6 perfect rule differs from a defective one, 
% not in kind, but in degree. It is mo- 
« rality improved, enlarged, and refined, 
'* exalted to a nobler height, enjoined by 
« a plainer rule, inforced by ftronger 
*© motives, and directed to a higher 
« end ©,” . bb 1 205 
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„ James ii. 14. &c. | b Gal. v. 6. Titus ii. 12. 
* Maſon's Lord's-day Evening Entertainment, Vol. I. 
Sermon 12. 
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2. But ſecondly, from what hath been 
fg, we learn alſo the, —— of 
love to the brethren. . 

Our profeſſion of chriſtianity Ou us 
nd peculiar obligations to charity and 
benevolence. The bleſſed Jeſus will not ac- 
knowledge a ſelfiſh hard-hearted man to 
be his, diſciple,. for he is deficient in one 
of the chief qualifications of a real chri- 
ſtian. 15011 Nie N 

The nature and neceſſity of ns to the 
brethren hath. already. been conſidered: 
we ſhall, now more. eſpecially conſider its 
excellency. 

Of all chriſtian. graces, this is by st. 
| Paul repreſented as the principal. He 
places it above all ſpiritual gifts; above the 
gift of prophecy, and underſtanding all 
myſteries; above faith to remove moun- 
tains ; and even above the giving of the 
body to be burned. And at laſt he ſays, 
« Now abideth faith, hope, charity, theſe 
** three, but the greateſt of theſe is cha- 
« rity -.“ The apoſtle is here ſpeaking of 
charity as a principle in the heart, and not 
merely of its conſequences, ſuch as acts of | 
kindneſs, and. compaſſion. | Benevolence in 
* 1 Corinth- xi. 
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practice is not a certain proof of unfeigned 
love to the brethren, but may ariſe from 
another cauſe, ſuch as oſtentation and 
a deſire of popular applauſe: theſe may 
induce many to acts of mercy and good- 


neſs wherein their hearts are no way con- 


cerned. But however uſeful to men ſuch 
liberality may be, yet, as not flowing from 
the right principle, it is not acceptable to 
God, who judgeth of every action by | the 
diſpoſition of the heart. When men are 
kind and munificent only with a defign of 
obtaining human approbation, our bleſſed 


Lord hath told us, that they muſt expect 
no recompenſe from God. Verily,' fays 


« he, they have their reward.“ That 

is, they have that admiration aud ap- 

plauſe of which they are ſo deſirous. 
The wickedneſs of the times is a very 


general complaint, and, no doubt, is fre- 


quently made by thoſe who neither under- 
ſtand the real cauſe, nor, by their counte- 
nance or aſſiſtance, in the leaſt contribute 


to a reformation. The prevailing vices of 


the age, are, in a very great meaſure, 
owing to the want of a proper education. 


There the miſchief begins, and until the 


Matth. vi. 2. | 
3 | education 


[ 31 | ) 
education of youth is more attended to, 


we can have but little room to expect any 
conſiderable reformation of manners. 'This 


is 2 loud call upon every parent and every 


maſter of a family to exert his utmoſt in- 


fluence, in inſtilling the principles of true 


religion into the minds of his children and 
dependants. Their offspring are a charge 
of great importance, committed to parents, 
by the author of life and being, and for 
which they muſt be accountable to him. 
How dreadful to think that a child ſhould 
periſh for ever, through the neglect of his 
parents! May Heaven preſerve every pa- 


rent in this aſſembly from incurring this 


aggravated guilt ! 
But it is the misfortune of very many 


n to be deſcended from parents, 
who may be neither inclined nor able to 


give them proper inſtruction. Theſe are 


a very conſiderable part of the community, 


and according as they are brought up in 


younger life, they generally turn out to 


be either uſeful, or hurtful to the public. 
Some methods, therefore, ought to be taken 
to deliver them from ignorance and vice, 
and make them profitable in their ſtations. 
With a view to ſecure this very deſirable 

3 end, 
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(32) | 
end, charity . ſchools were erected, . that 


the children of the poor might be trained 


up in the knowledge of their duty to God 


and man, and be taught to be ſerviceable, 
according to their rank, in ſociety. Time 


hath ſince confirmed the wiſdom, impor- 
tance and excellence of ſuch net 


| inſtitutions. 


Tbe charity to the * abs 3 ] 
am now to | ſolicit your liberal aſſiſtance, 
is one that highly deſerves it, on account 
of both the original intention, and of the 
prrident and diſcreet manner in which it 


hath been conducted. Its deſign Was to 


prevent the growth of Popery; to ſave the 


offspring of the poor from being deluded 


by the buſy emiſſaries of Rome, and from 
becoming traytors to their king, and ene- 
mies to their country. Its deſign was to 


inſtruct thoſe in the principles of true re- 


ligion, who otherwiſe might be the prey 
of ignorance, idleneſs, and wickedneſs, and 


to qualify them for contributing their part 
to the proſperity of their native land. 


This ſchool hath now ſubſiſted above eighty 


years eue by private voluntary ſub- 
ſcriptions, and by two annual collections, 


together 


(/ 3 3 ). 

together with Si kind remembrance of it 
by ſome in their laſt wills. 
It was erected in very eritical times, to- 
wards the latter end of the reign of King, 
, James:the:Seeond, and upon this opgaſion. ” 
One Poulton a Jeſuit, encouraged, no 
doubt, hy the couptenance/and ſupport . — 
1 himſelf, undertook to inſtruct the | 
: children of the poor, gratis that he might 
have an opportunity 10 inſtill into them 
the pfinciples of: Popery. This artful. 
ſcheme immediately awakened the atten- 
tion of three worthy Gentlemen belonging 
to this church, who without delay projects 
ed a plan to counter-a& the crafty deſign 
of the Jeſuit, by erecting another ſchool 
dn the moſt! liberal proteſtant prin- 

_ciples; The number of ſcholars at firſt 

was Forty, then it increaſed to Fifty, and 

is now abont Two hundred. Here is na 3 

_ UfdinRion made, with reſpect to the dif- | 

tering ſects of Proteſtants; the general | 
good being alone idtended. The ſchool is 
Ataated in one of: the pooreſt parts, in | 
and about this. graat city, and the childr eu . 
ate furnifhed wich bibles, | catethiſms, 
er 

Mr. Arckur — Mr. Fordinands Holland, and 
Ml . Wubunon. F 
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8 (94 ) 
expence-of che charity, and the Liens are 
taught to ſew and killt. 
As the children are chiefly deſigned for 
the common offices of life; or uſeful trades; 


great care is taken to fix their attention on 


honeſt induſtry and frugality;' as the only 
means by which n are to een a oo 
fortable ſubſiſtance. enten 
This is the nature, this is the deli; 
of the excellent charity, to the ſupport of 
which I now beg your aſſiſtance. A cha- 
rity ſo well intended, and ſo well managed, 
T preſume, wants not many words tocre- 
commend it. Indeed, when I refle& upon 


the preſent flouriſhing ſtate of the ſchool, 


I am ready to ſay with the apoſtle in the 
text, That I alſo, after I heard of ydur 
* faith in the Lord Jeſus; and love unto 
* all the ſaints, to theſe helpleſs children 


in particular, . ceaſe not to give thanks 
«« for you.“ And I ſincerely pray: that 


the bleſſing of heaven may attend every 
one who either. contributes to, or is any 
way concerned in the management of this 
highly uſeful charity | However, though, 
upon the whale, I confider a particular apr 


-plication to your liberality, upon this occa- 


ſion, as almoſt unneceſſary; yet I cannot 


mit obſerving, as a : ſtrong: motive to the 
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continuance 
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e 
continuanee of it, that à reflection upon 
the part you take in this charity, muſt fill 


your -byokſts! with unſpeakable. pleaſure, 
With hat jey and delight will you conſi- 
der voufſelves as inſtrumental to the hap- 


pineſs of ſuch a number of poor helpleſs 


young creatures; that your aſſiſtance: may. 
fave them from being wicked and wretched 
in this world, and from being deſtroyed 


for ever, and will help to train them uptin 


the wrays of. virtue, ornaments to chriſti 
nity and-bleffings to fociety! Think, with 
what-' pleaſure you wilb meet them here- 
after, in the holy mount of God; joint 
heirs with you in the heavenly kingdom. 
This joy is peculiarly yours, and is the 


preſent reward of your labor of love, of 
your goodneſs and benevolence. But as 


to your reward in futurity, ſuffice ĩt to 


ſay, that it will far exceed your — fan. 


guine expectations 
Before e Is me. ORR hee 
this: ſeaſon of the year ſeems to be happily 


fixed upon do exdite your liberality. This 


isa ſeaſonqin which we all experience the 
_ advantage-of the. neceſſaries and conveni- 


encies of life; che Want of which, we 


know, many of our kind labor under. 


pa , * 


This oonſideration ſurely muſt incline us to 
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